lightstone mutually re-enforcing shared perceptions contributes a case study in the social-anthropology of "canonical refashioning." 2 By canonical refashioning I refer to a process by which an authoritative tradition that serves a "canonical function"-that is, delimiting what and who is authoritative for whom-is continuously refashioned sometimes explicitly (for example, by redefi ning "what is in and what is out of a biblical collection," as did the early Reformation with respect to the Church's "Old Testament"), but more often implicitly. Indeed, part of the conceptual framework that underlies this paper is that empirically speaking, canonical refashioning, often implicitly achieved, is an essential aspect of a group or society opting for a canonical tradition as the formal basis for putative authoritative persons making putative authoritative claims. This being said, permit me in the next section to say more about this paper's conceptual underpinnings.
Defi nitional Issues
Before proceeding it is worth starting on a common page as regards what we might mean when we use the term "canon." One might start by noting that a community may have authoritative scriptures without having a canon. Indeed, the early Christian literature that ultimately came to be included in the New Testament was scriptural writing in 
